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A message from Rep. Cary Condotta. . .
Greetings to everyone in the 12th District: 
	 We are off to a busy start of the 60-day session as we find 
ourselves in an unusual situation – a budget surplus of around $1.4 
billon. The economic policies enacted by the federal government 
and the fiscal responsibility shown in the 2003 session, served to 
create the substantial surplus. This extra revenue was generated by 
consumer spending - thanks to lower taxes and home sales driven by 
low interest rates. And, we also congratulate Boeing on the positive 
response to its new products. 
	 So, what do we do with the excess money? This issue will 
be a major part of the debate this session. We need to consider 
placing the majority of the reserve where it cannot be spent. Many 
bills introduced this year could have a negative fiscal impact on our 
economy and future budgets. As the minority party, we may not be 
able to stop these bad-policy bills and the cost could be dramatic. 
What most people do not realize is the state already has a lot of 
unpaid bills including pension contributions that should be paid now. 
Aside from the budget, there are also many policy issues that need 
to be addressed. Several of them are highlighted in this legislative 
update. 
	 As always, please do not hesitate to call or e-mail my office. 
Your input has a direct effect on many issues.
Sincerely,

Rep. Cary Condotta

Rep. Mike Armstrong Rep. Cary Condotta

A message from Rep. Mike Armstrong. . .
Dear friends and neighbors:	
     Difficult issues facing the citizens of our state and the 12th Dis-
trict require strong leadership and the ability to fight for solutions.
     You have sent us to Olympia to provide that voice. We are stand-
ing firm to represent those issues that matter most to you, such as 
education, health care, public safety, taxes and spending, the role of 
government and the rights of citizens.
    Frequently it can be challenging as our colleagues across the aisle 
who control the Legislature don’t often see eye to eye with us. From 
what we saw the first day of the 2006 legislative session, when the 
majority party sidelined strong new Republican legislation against 
sex offenders, the contrasts are already showing. However, we 
continue to reach across the aisle to resolve those differences and 
provide solutions for all of Washington’s citizens.
     Before the 2006 session began at the Capitol on Jan. 9, Repub-
lican leaders in the House and Senate got together to lay out an 
agenda that represents our commitment to the citizens of Wash-
ington. We’ve included it on the back page of this newsletter. This 
agenda and the priorities listed in this newsletter were created after 
we spent time listening to you – the citizens of our state.
Sincerely,

Rep. Mike Armstrong
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